THE ECCLESIAZUSAE, 677-691

BL.                                                           Right .

But what will you do with the desk for the speakers ?

PR.    I'll make it a stand for the cups and the beakers ;
And there shall the striplings be ranged to recite a
The deeds of the brave, and the joys of the fight,
And the cowards' disgrace ; till out of the place
Each coward shall slink with a very red face,
Not stopping to dine.

BL.                                    O but that will be fine.

And what of the ballo ting-booths ? 6

PH.                                                        They shall go

To the head of the market-place, all in a row,
And there by Harmodius c taking my station,
I'll tickets dispense to the whole of the nation,
Till each one has got his particular lot,
And manfully bustles along to the sign
Of the letter whereat he's empanelled to dine.
The man who has 'H shall be ushered away
To the Royal 2lrcade ; to the next will go 33 ;
And (! to the Cornmarket.

BL.                                             Merely to see ?

PR.    No, fool, but to dine,

BL.                                    Tis an excellent plan,

Then he who gets never a letter, poor man,
Gets never a dinner.

PR,                                   But 'twill not be so.

There'll be plenty for all, and to spare.
No stint and no grudging our system will know,
But each will away from the revelry go,

when formed, drew tickets for their halls in the
Under the new system, the first ten letters, hilherlo used for
assorting the dicastic sections, are free for ihe halls, which have
now become banqueting-halls ; and each citizen draws his letter

e See Index, and L. 633.
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